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Foreword

The Terms of Reference of the the Royal Commission on Auckland Governance (“the 
Commission”) required that, in carrying out its inquiry, the Commission use relevant 
expertise, and conduct its own research, where appropriate. This requirement reflects an 
intent that the Commission inquiry and report should be thorough and evidence-based. 

The Commission cast a wide net for the most detailed and robust information and 
research available on all aspects of Auckland’s governance issues. There was a lot of 
relevant material, yet there were still some gaps in research. In order to ensure they 
had the most up-to-date information, the Commission requested various academics 
and specialists to write research papers on a range of topics, which are collated in this 
volume. 

The subjects and style have a wide range, from the theoretical discussions on Auckland’s 
future and leadership, to the focused and detailed insights into the Resource Management 
Act, or the transport sector. Some research was commissioned to facilitate future 
planning, such as the papers on population and social issues. All have assisted the 
Commission in its inquiry. 

The authors of the papers are people who have many years of practical experience in 
their field, with a depth of understanding of the issues and of the Auckland situation. The 
opinions expressed in these research papers are, however, those of the authors alone, 
and do not represent the Commission’s views or recommendations. Although efforts have 
been made to ensure accuracy, any errors are theirs. 

All of these papers have also had further comment from peer reviewers. These comments 
were typically sent to the author and, where appropriate, amendments were incorporated 
into the original paper. 

There are many challenges and opportunities for the Auckland region as it moves into the 
second decade of the 21st century. Informative research can only help guide the many 
decisions that are needed in the future, so the Commission is pleased to present this 
research volume to the people of Auckland.

Peter Salmon, Chairman

Margaret Bazley, Member

David Shand, Member

March 2009
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